viii                                  PREFACE

Lord Fitzmaurice's Lord Granville, Mr. A. G. Gardiner's
Sir William Harcourt, and Mr. J. A. Spender's Sir
Henry Campbell-Bannerman cover much of the same
ground, and I am greatly indebted to these, to say
nothing of such histories as are concerned with the
years from 1880 to 1910.

I have purposely placed the racing chapters at the
end of each volume. Though the turf filled an
important part in Rosebery's life, it seemed better
not to break the continuity of the ordinary narrative
by frequent interpolations of detail on a subject not
of universal interest

In the first place, I must offer my grateful duty to
His Majesty the King, who graciously allowed me
access to all relevant papers in the Windsor archives,
It will be seen how greatly the book has gained from
this permission.

Next I must respectfully thank those friends of
Lord Rosebery and myself who have responded
generously to my appeal for his letters. If I specially
mention a few names, it is because their contributions
have been large in bulk, and therefore frequently
serviceable; but some single letters have proved to
be of great value. The Trustees of Mr. Gladstone's
papers were good enough to send me all the Rosebery
letters, and I have also been favoured with his
correspondence with Mrs. Drew (Mary Gladstone).
The late Lord Esher was equally prompt, and Sir
Robert Perks made an invaluable contribution. I
have to thank Lord Spencer for a series of letters to
his father and his uncle ; Miss Haldane for those to her
brother; and the sons of Sir George Trevelyan and
Mr. Frederic Harrison for copious correspondence with
their distinguished parents.

Outside the inner circle of the family, Sir George
Murray and Lord Novar knew Rosebery better than
anybody, and I cannot thank either sufficiently for his
assistance. Sir George was also one of the executors
of Rosebery's will; his colleague, Mr. C. Edmunds,
long agent at Mentmore, has also helped me greatly.